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Lincoln's death, like his life, was an event of epic proportions. When the
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president was struck down at his moment of triumph, writes Merrill
Peterson, ""sorrow--indescribable sorrow"" swept the nation. After
lying in state in Washington, Lincoln's body was carried by a special
funeral train to Springfield, Illinois, stopping in major cities along the
way; perhaps a million people viewed the remains as memorial orations
rang out and the world chorused its sincere condolences. It was the
apotheosis of the martyred President--the beginning of the
transformation of a man into a mythic hero. In Li
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