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Secularism (al-'almaniyya) is an important yet highly divisive issue in
the Arabic world. This study reconstructs, on the basis of recent Arabic
publications and illustrative case studies, the social and religious
problems attached to secularism as concept. Stressing the ambivalent
authority of the Muslim intellectual from a sociological point of view,
Kinitz's study is an important contribution to understanding Islam in
the globalized present.
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