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Traumatic Reliving in History, Literature, and Film explores an
intriguing facet of human behavior never yet examined in its own right
- an individual or a group may contrive, unawares, to repeat a half-
forgotten traumatic experience in disguise. Such reliving has shaped
major careers and large-scale events throughout history. Insight into it
is therefore vital for understanding historic causation past and present.
Traumatic Reliving has also proliferated in literature since antiquity and
lately in film as well, indicating its tacit acceptance as a piece of life by
the reading and movie-going public. This book examines the evidence
of history, literature, and film on how this irrational behavioral
mechanism works.
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This work argues that the temporal privilege of the medieval masks the
extent to which the medieval and medievalistic are mutually
constitutive and ultimately dependent not on absolutist epistemological
claims but on how feelings and temperaments affect the way we
approach the Middle Ages.
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