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"Consumption of goods and services represents a growing share of
global economic activity. In the United States, consumption accounts
for more than two-thirds of gross domestic product. This trend of
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increasing consumption has brought with it negative consequences for
the environment and human well-being. Global demand for energy,
food, and all manner of goods is on the rise, putting strains on the
natural and human capital required to produce them. Extractive
industries and production processes are prominent causes of species
endangerment. Modern economies are underpinned by substantial
energy consumption, a primary contributor to the current climate crisis.
Expanding international trade has led to many economic opportunities,
but has also contributed to unfair labor practices and wealth
disparities. While certain processes have improved or become more
efficient, and certain practices have been outlawed or amended, the
sheer scale of global consumption and its attendant impacts continue
to be major challenges we face in the transition to sustainability. Third-
party certification systems have emerged over the last 15 years as a
tool with some promise. There has been anecdotal evidence of success,
but to date the overall impact of certified goods and services has been
small. Moreover, definitions of sustainable vary across sectors and
markets, and rigorous assessments of these programs have been few
and far between. In order to take a step in learning from this field of
practice, the National Academies' Science and Technology for
Sustainability Program held a workshop to illuminate the decision
making process of those who purchase and produce certified goods
and services. It was also intended to help clarify the scope and
limitations of the scientific knowledge that might contribute to the
economic success of certified products. The workshop, summarized in
this volume, involved presentations and discussions with approximately
40 invited experts from academia, business, government, and
nongovernmental organizations."--Publisher's website.


