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Introduction : an overview of Othello -- Othello : a man of parts? --
Othello : 'speak of me as | am' -- lago : character -- lago : sign : from
psychology to psychoanalysis -- lago : sign : from Psyche to Clio --
Desdemona : character and sign : 'this most goodly book' -- The
importance of the minor characters -- Conclusion : through the
characters to the key themes and issues.

Othello is a major Shakespearean text, studied widely and often
adapted for film and TV and is especially challenging for a multicultural
society. Othello lends itself to criticism through discussion of the
major characters although this study will also focus on recent
criticism's analysis of the characters as 'signifiers’. The study of the
key characters takes the discussion of the text immediately into the
central issues of 'otherness’, gender, race and power. The guide
includes: an introductory overview of the text, including a brief
discussion of the background to the play and its publi



