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This book moves the discussion of affirmative action beyond the United
States to other countries that have had similar policies, often for a
longer time than Americans have. It also moves the discussion beyond
the theories, principles, and laws that have been so often debated to
the actual empirical consequences of affirmative action in the United
States and in India, Nigeria, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, and other countries.
Both common patterns and national differences are examined. Much of
what emerges from a factual examination of these policies flatly
contradicts much of what was expected and much of what has been
claimed.
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