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Nationhood and empire: a tale of historical and ethno-cultural
similarities and differences -- From empire to independence: Europe as
the future -- The nation-state in imperial/supranational shadow: the
apparent decline of Europe -- Communist experiences in a divided
Europe -- 'Return to Europe’, 'closer to Europe': post-communist
expectations -- Epilogue: is 'Europe’ still the future?

From the late nineteenth century to the post-communist period,
Albanian and Georgian political and intellectual elites have attributed
hopes to "Europe," yet have also exhibited ambivalent attitudes that do
not appear likely to vanish any time soon. Albanians and Georgians
have evoked, experienced, and continue to speak of "Europe" according
to a tense triadic entity-geopolitics, progress, culture-which has
generated aspirations as well as delusions towards it and themselves.
This unique dichotomy weaves a nuanced, historical account of a
changing Europe, continuously marred by uncertainties
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Vol. 3 of 10 volumes from the 4th International Conference "Smart
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Electroactive Polymers: Advances in Materials and Devices; Preface and
Committees; Table of Contents; Chapter 1: EAP Materials and Analysis
of Physical Mechanisms; Characteristic Electrical Actuation of
Plasticized Poly(vinyl chloride): Various Electrical Functions in Relation
with the Dielectric Plasticizers; Synthesis of Stable Polypyrrole and
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The 14 peer-reviewed papers collected here together offer a plenitude

of up-to-date information on "Electroactive Polymers: Advances in
Materials and Devices™. The papers are conveniently arranged into:
Chapter 1: EAP Materials and Analysis of Physical Mechanisms, Chapter
2: Device Development and Applications. Review from Book News Inc.:
Vincenzini (World Academy of Ceramics, Italy) and Skaarup (Technical
U. of Denmark) collect 14 papers from Syposium C, "Electroactive
Polymers: Advances in Materials and Devices," of CIMTEC 2012, the
Fourth International Conference on ""Smart Materials, S



