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This groundbreaking book analyzes marriage and family reform in
twentieth-century China. Lisa Tran's examination of changes in the
perception of concubinage explores the subtle, yet very meaningful,
shifts in the construction of monogamy in contemporary China. Equally
important is her use of court cases to assess how these shifts affected
legal and social practice. Tran argues that this dramatic story has often
been overlooked, leading to the mistaken conclusion that concubinage
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remained largely unchanged or quietly disappeared in "modern" China.
Customarily viewed as a minor wife because her


