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They're only words but they're killing me softly.

John Locke's theory of toleration is generally seen as advocating the
privatization of religion. This interpretation has become conventional
wisdom: secularization is widely understood as entailing the
privatization of religion, and the separation of religion from power.
This book turns that conventional wisdom on its head and argues that
Locke secularizes religion, that is, makes it worldly, public, and
political. In the name of diverse citizenship, Locke reconstructs religion
as persuasion, speech, and fashion. He insists on a consensus that
human rights are sacred insofar as humans are



