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From 1776 to 1800, the United States ceased to be a fantastic dream
and became a stable reality. Newspapers were increasingly the public's
major source of information about people and events outside of their
community. The press reflected the issues of the day. Its foremost
concern was naturally the armed struggle with Britain. The press
covered the conflict, providing both patriot and loyalist interpretations
of the battles and personalities. Yet after the British withdrew, a host of
new challenges confronted the United States, including the Articles of
Confederation, Shay's Rebellion, the Bi


