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Originally published in 1978. Between 1830 and 1890 the English
theatre became recognisably modern. Standards of acting and
presentation improved immeasurably, new playwrights emerged,
theatres became more comfortable and more intimate and playgoing
became a national pastime with all classes. The actor's status rose
accordingly. In 1830 he had been little better than a social outcast; by
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1880 he had become a member of a skilled, relatively well-paid and
respected profession which was attracting new recruits in
unprecedented numbers.This is a social history of Victorian actors
which seeks to sh


