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This book provides an accessible and self-contained introduction to the
theory of algebraic curves over a finite field, a subject that has been of
fundamental importance to mathematics for many years and that has
essential applications in areas such as finite geometry, number theory,
error-correcting codes, and cryptology. Unlike other books, this one
emphasizes the algebraic geometry rather than the function field
approach to algebraic curves. The authors begin by developing the
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general theory of curves over any field, highlighting peculiarities
occurring for positive characteristic and requiring of the reader only
basic knowledge of algebra and geometry. The special properties that a
curve over a finite field can have are then discussed. The geometrical
theory of linear series is used to find estimates for the number of
rational points on a curve, following the theory of Stöhr and Voloch.
The approach of Hasse and Weil via zeta functions is explained, and
then attention turns to more advanced results: a state-of-the-art
introduction to maximal curves over finite fields is provided; a
comprehensive account is given of the automorphism group of a curve;
and some applications to coding theory and finite geometry are
described. The book includes many examples and exercises. It is an
indispensable resource for researchers and the ideal textbook for
graduate students.
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The castles of the late medieval period represent some of the finest
medieval monuments in Britain, with an almost infinite capacity to

Materiale a stampa

Monografia



fascinate and draw controversy. They are also a source of considerable
academic debate.<BR> The contents of this volume represent key
works in castle scholarship. Topics discussed include castle warfare,
fortress customs, architectural design and symbolism, spatial planning
and the depiction of castles in medieval romance. The contributions
also serve to highlight the diversity of approaches to the medieval
castle, ranging from the study of documentary and literary sources,
analysis of fragmentary architectural remains and the recording of field
archaeology. The result is a survey that offers an in-depth analysis of
castle building from the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries, and places
castles within their broader social, architectural and political contexts.
<BR><BR>  Robert Liddiard is Professor of History, University of East
Anglia.<BR><BR>Contributors: Nicola Coldstream, Charles Coulson,
Philip Dixon, Graham Fairclough, P.A. Faulkner, John Goodall, Beryl
Lott, Charles McKean, T.E. McNeill,  Richard K. Morris, Michael
Prestwich, Christopher Taylor, Muriel A. Whitaker.


