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As the sole purveyors of news and opinion, Reconstruction-era
newspapers bent and spindled American public opinion with little
regard for independent journalism and great regard for party politics.
In other words, the newspapers of the Reconstruction era served
political rather than social needs. The issues facing the nation were
momentous, and opinions on how to deal with the problems were
vigorously presented and defended. Using editorials, letters, essays,
and news reports that appeared throughout the country's print media,
this book reveals how editors, politicians, and other Americans use


