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Long denigrated as dialects of Japanese, the Ryukyuan languages are
today recognized as languages in their own right. However, speakers of
Ryukyuan languages have suffered from stigmatization, oppressive
language policies and domination from outside the Ryukyu
Archipelago. As a result, the Ryukyuan languages are now severely
endangered. This volume depicts, roughly in chronological order,
aspects which have led to the language crisis in the Ryukyus today.
Taking account of these factors is.
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