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The relation between religion and human rights is a contested one, as
they appear to compete with one another. Religion is often considered
to represent a tradition of heteronomy and subordination in premodern
times. Human rights emerged from early modern and modern times
and stand for principles like human dignity, autonomy, equality. The
first question in this book is how to define religion, its meaning,
functions and structures, and how to study it. The second question is
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how to understand religion from its relation with human rights in such
a way that justice is done to both religion and human rights. These
questions are dealt with using a historical and systematic approach.
The third question is what the impact of religion might be on attitudes
towards human rights, id est human rights culture. For an answer,
empirical research is reported among about 1000 students, Christians,
Muslims, and nonreligious, at the end of secondary and the beginning
of tertiary education in the Netherlands.


