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This volume presents a selection of papers exploring the ways by which
medieval powers sought to legitimize themselves, the political
discourses through which this was effected, and a wide range of related
problems. The six chapters in Part I analyse particular cases in which
processes of legitimation can be seen at work, in order to disentangle
the wide range of strategies and resources deployed by competing
actors in a given context. Part II gathers five articles discussing the
specific discourses of legitimation contained in a text or group of
related texts, in order to expose their intricacies and their bearing on
the way historians look at their sources. The book is of relevance for
readers interested in new ways of approaching the History of Power.
With contributions by Frances Andrews, Carlos Estepa, Paul Fouracre,
Chris Given-Wilson, Piotr Gorecki, Patrick Henriet, Jose Antonio Jara
Fuente, Cristina Jular Perez-Alfaro and Stephen D. White. Contributors
include: Paul Fouracre, Stephen White, Isabel Alfonso, Chris Given-
Wilson, Cristina Jular Perez-Alfaro, Jose Antonio Jara Fuente, Carlos
Estepa, Julio Escalona, Piotr Gorecki, Patrick Henriet, Frances Andrews.
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The first four lectures revolve around field semantics - research
methods for studying linguistic meaning under fieldwork conditions.
The remaining six lectures deal with semantic typology , the
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crosslinguistic study of how humans communicate about the world in
terms of the meaning categories of the languages they speak.
Together, the lectures present one of the first comprehensive
introductions to either topic. A thread pervading the lectures involves
the following questions: how much do languages vary in how they
represent reality? To what extent does this variation reflect cultural
differences? To what extent does it influence the nonverbal thinking of
the speakers?.


