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General Simon Bolivar (1783-1830), called El Liberator, and sometimes
the "' George Washington™ of Latin America, was the leading hero of the
Latin American independence movement. His victories over Spain won



independence for Bolivia, Panama, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, and
Venezuela. Bolivar became Columbia's first president in 1819. In 1822,
he became dictator of Peru. Upper Peru became a separate state, which
was named Bolivia in Bolivar's honor, in 1825. The constitution, which
he drew up for Bolivia, is one of his most important political
pronouncements. Today he is remembered throughout Sou



