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Scholars from a variety of academic disciplines have been drawn into
exhaustive analyses of what went wrong in "the terrible 20th Century",
as Winston Churchill dubbed it. In this book Scheingold adds political
novels to those inquiries and argues that they make a distinctive and
hitherto neglected contribution to the collective memory of the 20th
Century. These fictional accounts are the work of some of the century's
most celebrated novelists: Kafka, Heller, Boll, Grass, Vonnegut and
others. As refracted through the literary imagination, the "terrible" 20th
Century takes on new meaning
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