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To enter caves is to venture beyond the realm of the everyday. From
huge vaulted caverns to impassable, water-filled passages; from the
karst topography of Guilin in China to the lava tubes of Hawaii; from
tiny remote pilgrimage sites to massive tourism enterprises, caves are
places of mystery. Dark spaces that remain largely unexplored, caves
are astonishing wonders of nature and habitats for exotic flora and
fauna.This book investigates the natural and cultural history of caves
and considers the roles caves have played in the human imagination
and experience of the natural world. It explores


