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The phonology, morphology and lexicon of late Zhou Chinese are
examined in this volume. It is argued that a proper understanding of
Old Chinese morphology is essential in correctly reconstructing the
phonology. Based on evidence from word-families, modern dialects
and related words in neighboring languages, Old Chinese words are



claimed to consist of a monosyllabic root, to which a variety of
derivational affixes attached. This made Old Chinese typologically more
like modern languages such as Khmer, Gyarong or Atayal, than like
Middle and modern Chinese, where only faint traces of the old morp



