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At seven o'clock in the morning on February 21, 1916, the ground in
northern France began to shake. For the next ten hours, twelve
hundred German guns showered shells on a salient in French lines. The
massive weight of explosives collapsed dugouts, obliterated trenches,
severed communication wires, and drove men mad. As the barrage
lifted, German troops moved forward, darting from shell crater to shell
crater. The battle of Verdun had begun. In Verdun, historian Paul
Jankowski provides the definitive account of the iconic battle of World
War I. A leading expert on the French past, Jankowski co



