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In spite of decades of research on toxicants, along with the growing
role of scientific expertise in public policy and the unprecedented rise
in the number of national and international institutions dealing with
environmental health issues, problems surrounding contaminants and
their effects on health have never appeared so important, sometimes to
the point of appearing insurmountable. This calls for a reconsideration
of the roles of scientific knowledge and expertise in the definition and
management of toxic issues, which this book seeks to do. It looks at
complex historical, social, and political dynamics, made up of public
controversies, environmental and health crises, economic interests, and
political responses, and demonstrates how and to what extent scientific
knowledge about toxicants has been caught between scientific,
economic, and political imperatives.
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EPUB and EPDF available Open Access under CC-BY-NC-ND licence. We
tend to hold people responsible for their choices, but not for what they
can't control: their nature, genes or biological makeup. This thought-
provoking collection redefines the boundaries of moral responsibility. It
shows how epigenetics reveals connections between our genetic make-
up and our environment. The essays challenge established notions of
human nature and the nature/nurture divide and suggest a shift in
focus from individual to collective responsibility. Uncovering the links
between our genetic makeup, environment and experiences, this is an
important contribution to ongoing debates on ethics, genetics and
responsibility.
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