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It would be difficult to find a more distinguished collection of authors
than the ones in this volume, or a more timely subject ... ' - James
Newton Poling, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary Written by
significant researchers and practitioners within the field, this unique
collection of key texts introduces the reader to practical theology. It
critically explores the way in which the spiritual dimension of pastoral
care has entered into constructive dialogue with other disciplines and
ways of thinking, including: psychiatry, psychology, counselling,
intercultural studies, educational methodology, narrative theory and
political studies. Set within this multidisciplinary context, the individual
contributions (a selection of articles from a leading journal of pastoral
theology, Contact: The Interdisciplinary Journal of Pastoral Studies)
cover a wide range of practical and theological issues that alert the
reader to the spiritual dimension of pastoral care, such as
bereavement, sexuality, ethics, learning disabilities, infertility, the
meaning of pain, sickness and suffering and the nature of theology as a
practical discipline. The book is an invaluable resource for



practitioners, researchers, students and all who have an interest in the
ways in which a spiritual dimension can enhance caring practices within
a multidisciplinary context.



