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Civil War Missouri stood at the crossroads of America.  As the most
Southern-leaning state in the Middle West, Missouri faced a unique
dilemma. The state formed the gateway between east and west, as well
as one of the borders between the two contending armies. Moreover,
because Missouri was the only slave state in the Great Interior, the
conflicts that were tearing the nation apart were also starkly evident
within the state. Deep divisions between Southern and Union
supporters, as well as guerrilla violence on the western border, created
a terrible situation for civilians who lived through th
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