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4.12 Summary

A small army of physicists, chemists, mathematicians, and engineers
has joined forces to attack a classic problem, the "reversibility
paradox", with modern tools. This book describes their work from the
perspective of computer simulation, emphasizing the authors' approach
to the problem of understanding the compatibility, and even
inevitability, of the irreversible second law of thermodynamics with an
underlying time-reversible mechanics. Computer simulation has made
it possible to probe reversibility from a variety of directions and "chaos
theory" or "nonlinear dynamics" has supplied a useful



