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Countries solemnly intone their commitment to human rights, and they
ratify endless international treaties and conventions designed to signal
that commitment. At the same time, there has been no marked
decrease in human rights violations, even as the language of human
rights has become the dominant mode of international moral criticism.
Well-known violators like Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Sudan have sat on
the U.N. Council on Human Rights. But it''s not just the usual suspects
that flagrantly disregard the treaties. Brazil pursues extrajudicial
killings. South Africa employs violence against pro


