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Homer's Iliad and the epic tradition of heroic eloquence -- Heraclitus
and the revelation of logos -- Aeschylus's Persians and the birth of
tragedy -- Protagoras and the promise of politics -- Gorgias's Helen
and the powers of action and fabrication -- Thucydides and the
political history of power -- Aristophanes's Birds and the corrective of
comedy -- Plato's Protagoras and the art of tragicomedy -- Isocrates's
"Nicocles" and the hymn to hegemony -- Aristotle on rhetoric and
civilization.
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