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"Clinical trials enable scientific discoveries to advance patient care, in
addition to informing and guiding subsequent research. The National
Cancer Institute's (NCI's) Clinical Trials Cooperative Group Program
works to advance patient care and research. The Cooperative Group
Program has been instrumental in establishing the standards for cancer
patient care and clinical research methods. Despite broad participation
in the program, financial strain and procedural burdens limit the ability
of the Cooperative Group Program to undertake medical practice-
changing clinical research. Thus, the Institute of Medicine's (IOM's)
National Cancer Policy Forum and the American Society of Clinical
Oncology held a workshop on March 21, 2011 to follow up on the 2010
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IOM report, A National Clinical Trials System for the 21st Century:
Reinvigorating the NCI Cooperative Group Program, which made
recommendations to strengthen the NCI Cooperative Group Program. In
keeping with the established commitment to excellence Implementing a
National Cancer Clinical Trials System for the 21st Century outlines how
to improve the current system by incorporating innovative science and
trial design into cancer clinical trials. It also examines the impact of
increasing quality in regards to speed, efficiency, design, launch, and
conduct, as well as improving prioritization, and incentivized
participation."--Publisher's description.


