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Apprentice work and biographical context -- Drafting The orchard
keeper : remnants of the first draft -- The "late draft" -- Revision for
Lawrence Bensky -- Working with Albert Erskine -- Placing excerpts in
periodicals -- Compiling the jacket copy -- Awards -- Reviews and
sales -- Biographical context and the novel's genesis -- the drafting
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"Revelations on craft from a foundational scholar of Cormac McCarthy.
Devotees of Cormac McCarthy's novels are legion, and deservedly so.
Embracing Vocation, which tells the tale of his journey to become one
of America's greatest living writers, will be invaluable to scholars and
literary critics-and to the many fans-interested in his work. Dianne C.
Luce, a foundational scholar of McCarthy's writing, through extensive
archival research, examines the first fifteen years of his career and his
earliest novels. Novel by novel, Luce traces each book's evolution. In
the process she unveils McCarthy's working processes as well as his
personal, literary, and professional influences, highlighting his
ferocious devotion to both his craft and burgeoning art. Luce invites us
to see the fascinating evolution of an American author with a unique
vision all his own. Until there is a full-on biography, this study, along
with Luce's previous, Reading the World: Cormac McCarthy's Tennessee
Period, is the finest available portrait of an American genius unfolding"



