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After the collapse of communism there was a widespread fear that
nationalism would pose a serious threat to the development of liberal
democracy in the countries of central Europe. This book examines the
role of nationalism in post-communist development in central Europe,
focusing in particular on Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. It
argues that a certain type of nationalism, that is liberal nationalism, has
positively influenced the process of postcommunist transition towards
the emerging liberal democratic order.
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Beim Atmen - im Prozess von ständigem Austausch und
Grenzüberschreitung zwischen Organismus und Umwelt - wird Luft als
«immaterielles» Material aktiv. Der Band versammelt erstmals Studien
zum Atem aus Perspektive der Künste, Geisteswissenschaften sowie
experimentellen wissenschaftlichen und gestalterischen Praktiken. Mit
Fokus auf die Zeit von 1900 bis heute umfasst die Publikation bewusst
eine Epoche, in welcher Luft ein prekäres Medium ist: Ob im Kontext
von Klimawandel und globaler Pandemie, Raumfahrttechnologien oder
im Giftgaskrieg - Luft ist von Menschen miterzeugt und manipuliert. In
diesem Spektrum zeigt sich der Atem selbst als schwer zu fassende,
aber wesentliche Substanz, die Verbindungen zwischen Physischem,
Symbolischem, Technologischem und Sozialem sichtbar macht
During breathing - in the process of constant exchange and crossing of
boundaries between the organism and its environment - air as an
«immaterial» material becomes active. For the first time, this anthology
brings together studies on breath from the perspective of the arts and
humanities, as well as experimental scientific and design practices.
Focusing on the period from 1900 to the present day, the publication
covers an era during which air has become a precarious medium:
whether in the context of climate change or global pandemic, space
technology or gas warfare, air is now co-created and manipulated by
humans. Against this backdrop, breath appears as an elusive yet vital
substance that reveals the interconnections between the physical,
symbolic, technological and social realms.
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This volume is dedicated to "Mechanics in Architecture", that is, the
science of structural mechanics, including the behaviour of structures,
internal forces, and deformation, as well as the development of new
structural systems to resist thrusts as a result of new architectural
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forms. It is a field of enquiry that examines a particular aspect of the
relationships between architecture and the mathematical sciences.
Some of the papers in this issue were presented at the Nexus 2006
conference during a special session dedicated to mechanics. Other
research papers focus on an eighteenth-century Belgian pyramid,
aspects of "fractal" architecture, and properties of a family of irrational
values. The issue also includes a description and evaluation of a
university-level course in architecture and mathematics, Rachel
Fletcher's Geometer's Angle column, and book reviews.


