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In The German Invention of Race, historians, philosophers, and scholars
in literary, cultural, and religious studies trace the origins of the
concept of "race" to Enlightenment Germany and seek to understand
the issues at work in creating a definition of race. The work introduces
a significant connection to the history of race theory as contributors
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show that the language of race was deployed in contexts as apparently
unrelated as hygiene; aesthetics; comparative linguistics; anthropology;
debates over the status of science, theology, and philosophy; and
Jewish emancipation.The concept of race has no single point of origin,
and has never operated within the constraints of a single definition. As
the essays in this book trace the powerful resonances of the term in
diverse contexts, both before and long after the invention of the
scientific term around 1775, they help explain how this pseudoconcept
could, in a few short decades, have become so powerful in so many
fields of thought and practice. In addition, the essays show that the
fateful rise of racial thinking in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
was made possible not only by the establishment of physical
anthropology as a field, but also by other disciplines and agendas
linked by the enduring associations of the word "race."


