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Vincent van Gogh's life and work are so intertwined that it is hardly
possible to observe one without thinking of the other. Van Gogh has
indeed become the incarnation of the suffering, misunderstood martyr
of modern art, the emblem of the artist as an outsider. An article,
published in 1890, gave details about van Gogh's illness. The author of
the article saw the painter as "a terrible and demented genius, often
sublime, sometimes grotesque, always at the brink of the pathological."
Very little is known about Vincent's childhood. At the age of eleven he
had to leave "the human nest", as he ca
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