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Before Humanity takes up the question of the post- in the posthuman
from the position of ancestrality. Speculating about who or what comes
after the human inevitably throws us back to our very beginnings. The
before in Before Humanity in this context takes on two meanings: 1)
what happened before we apparently became human? - which
translates into a critical reading of paleo-anthropology, as well as
evolutionary narratives of hominization; 2) living through the end of a
certain (humanist, anthropocentric) notion of humanity, what tasks lie
before us? - which provokes a critical reading of the Anthropocene and
current narratives of geologization. In other words, Before Humanity
investigates conceptualizations of humanity and asks whether we have
ever been human and if not, what could, or maybe what should we have
been?.
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In 1921 Lily Gabriel is thirteen, motherless, and runs wild on Lockwood
estate where her father is the gardener; Antony Sylvester is seventeen,
motherless, and the spoiled son of the rich businessman who owns the
estate; so when her friendship for Anthony suddenly turns into an
impossible love there is bound to be heartbreak in the future--even
before the airplane Antony got for his birthday leads to a disaster that
will throw a shadow over both their lives.



