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The history of the smaller European countries is rather neglected in the
teaching of European history at university level. We are therefore
pleased to announce the publication of the first comprehensive history
of the Low Countries - in English - from Roman Times to the present.
Remaining politically and culturally fragmented, with its inhabitants
speaking Dutch, French, Frisian, and German, the Low Countries offer a
fascinating picture of European history en miniature. For historical
reasons, parts of northern France and western Germany also have to be
included in the "Low Countries," a term that must remain both broad
and fluid, a convenient label for a region which has seldom, if ever,
composed a unified whole. In earlier ages it as even more difficult to
the region set parameters, again reflecting Europe as a whole, when
tribes and kingdoms stretched across expanses not limited to the
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present states of Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.
Nevertheless, its parts did demonstrate many common traits and
similar developments that differentiated them from surrounding
countries and lent them a distinct character. Internationally, the region
often served both as a mediator for and a buffer to the surrounding
great powers, France, Britain, and Germany; an important role still
played today as Belgium and the Netherlands have increasingly become
involved in the broader process of European integration, in which they
often share the same interest and follow parallel policies. This highly
illustrated volume serves as an ideal introduction to the rich history of
the Low Countries for students and the generally interested reader
alike.


