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In Italy in the Era of the Great War , Vanda Wilcox brings together
nineteen Italian and international scholars to analyse the political,
military, social and cultural history of Italy in the country’s decade of
conflict from 1911 to 1922. Starting with the invasion of Libya in 1911
and concluding with the rise of post-war social and political unrest, the
volume traces domestic and foreign policy, the economics of the war
effort, the history of military innovation, and social changes including
the war’s impact on religion and women, along with major cultural and
artistic developments of the period. Each chapter provides a concise
and effective overview of the field as it currently stands as well as
introducing readers to the latest research. Contributors are Giulia
Albanese, Claudia Baldoli, Allison Scardino Belzer, Francesco Caccamo,
Filippo Cappellano, Selena Daly, Fabio Degli Esposti, Spencer Di Scala,
Douglas J. Forsyth, Irene Guerrini, Oliver Janz, Irene Lottini, Stefano
Marcuzzi, Valerie McGuire, Marco Pluviano, Paul O’Brien, Carlo Stiaccini,
Andrea Ungari, and Bruce Vandervort.
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"During the early decades of the twentieth century, Italy produced
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distinctive innovations in both the intellectual and political realms. On
the one hand, Benedetto Croce (1866-1952) and Giovanni Gentile
(1875-1944) spearheaded a radical rethinking of historicism and
philosophical idealism that significantly reoriented Italian culture. On
the other hand, the period witnessed the first rumblings of fascism.
Assuming opposite sides, Gentile became the semi-official philosopher
of fascism while Croce argued for a renewed liberalism based on
'absolute' historicism." "In Historicism and Fascism in Modern Italy,
David D. Roberts uses the ideological conflict between Croce and
Gentile as a basis for a wider discussion of the interplay between
politics and ideas in Italy in the twentieth century. Roberts examines
the connection between fascism and the modern Italian intellectual
tradition, arguing that the relationship not only deepens our
understanding of generic fascism and liberalism but also illuminates
ongoing dangers and possibilities in the wider Western world. This set
of twelve essays by one of the leading scholars in the field represents
an authoritative view of the modern Italian intellectual tradition, its
relationship with fascism, and its enduring implications for history,
politics, and culture in Italy and beyond."--Jacket


