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The collapse of the financial markets in 2008 and the resulting 'Great
Recession' merely accelerated an already worrisome trend: the shift
away from an employer-based social welfare system in the United
States. Since the end of World War 1l, a substantial percentage of the
costs of social provision--most notably, unemployment insurance and
health insurance--has been borne by employers rather than the state.
The US has long been unique among advanced economies in this
regard, but in recent years, its social contract has become so frayed
that is fast becoming unrecognizable. Despite Obama's elec



