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About 15 years after the first edition of the Handbook of Aizoaceae, a
wealth of changes can be reported for the family Aizoaceae, and this
second edition brings a completely new survey over all taxonomic units
from subfamilies down to species and subspecies; each critically
examined. Of the presently known 2956 species, 1594 have been
accepted and are described here, arranged in 147 genera. Six genera
have been newly described since 2001, namely Brianhuntleya,
Hammeria, Knersia, Phiambolia, Ruschiella, and Volkeranthus, and only
one has been placed newly into synonymy (Caulipsilon). All
synonymous genus names are treated with the valid genus names.
Preliminary molecular studies are referred to, for which different
groups of markers at different levels like species, genera, subgenera,
and further ranks have been used. The basic division into four
subfamilies is supported by more recent studies, yet with some genera
being shifted. Furthermore, the geographical distribution of each genus
is shown on one map each: either worldwide, or restricted to Southern
Africa. For these latter, the main rainfall seasons are delimited by blue
lines in order to offer also parameters for cultivation. This second
edition provides a comprehensive list of the latest taxonomy including
the updated relevant plant data. Following an introduction to the leaf-
succulent family Aizoaceae, including keys to the subfamilies and
genera, all genera with keys to the subgenera and succulent species are
described in detail.
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