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Allan Spear had a long and distinguished career as a historian and as a
Minnesota state senator. Perhaps best known for coming out as openly
gay during his first term in the Minnesota Senate-becoming one of the
first elected officials in the nation to do so-Spear was also a leader of
Eugene McCarthy's run for the presidency, an organizer against the war
in Vietnam, and a key proponent for the establishment of the African-
American studies department at the University of Minnesota. Spear's
memoirs are fascinating and moving: in early chapters on his childhood
and college years, he writes with gr
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