1. Record Nr.

Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa
ISBN

Edizione
Descrizione fisica

Disciplina

Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910809456703321
Forman-Brunell Miriam <1955->
Babysitter : an American history / / Miriam Forman-Brunell

New York, : New York University Press, c2009
0-8147-2853-7

[1st ed.]

1 online resource (328 p.)

649/.10248
Babysitting - United States - History - 20th century

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Description based upon print version of record.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Frontmatter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Introduction -- 1 The
Beginnings of Babysitting -- 2 Suburban Parents and Sitter Unions -- 3
The Bobby-Soxer Babysitter -- 4 Making Better Babysitters -- 5
Boisterous Babysitters -- 6 Vixens and Victims -- 7 Sisterhoods of
Sitters -- 8 Coming of Wage at the End of the Century -- 9 Quitter
Sitters -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Index -- About the Author

On Friday nights many parents want to have a little fun together—
without the kids. But “getting a sitter"—especially a dependable one—
rarely seems trouble-free. Will the kids be safe with “that girl"? It's a
question that discomfited parents have been asking ever since the
emergence of the modern American teenage girl nearly a century ago.
In Babysitter, Miriam Forman-Brunell brings critical attention to the
ubiquitous, yet long-overlooked babysitter in the popular imagination
and American history.Informed by her research on the history of
teenage girls’ culture, Forman-Brunell analyzes the babysitter, who has
embodied adults’ fundamental apprehensions about girls’ pursuit of
autonomy and empowerment. In fact, the grievances go both ways, as
girls have been distressed by unsatisfactory working conditions. In her
quest to gain a fuller picture of this largely unexamined cultural
phenomenon, Forman-Brunell analyzes a wealth of diverse sources,
such as The Baby-sitter’s Club book series, horror movies like The
Hand That Rocks the Cradle, urban legends, magazines, newspapers,
television shows, pornography, and more.Forman-Brunell shows that
beyond the mundane, understandable apprehensions stirred by hiring a
caretaker to “mind the children” in one’s own home, babysitters



became lightning rods for society’s larger fears about gender and
generational change. In the end, experts’ efforts to tame teenage girls
with training courses, handbooks, and other texts failed to prevent
generations from turning their backs on babysitting.



