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Postcolonialism as a critical approach and pedagogic practice has
informed literary and cultural studies since the late 1980's. The term is
heavily loaded and has come to mean a wide, and often bewildering,
variety of approaches, methods, politics and ideas. Beginning with the
historical origins of postcolonial thought in the writings of Gandhi,
Cesaire and Fanon, this guide moves on to Edward Said's articulation
into a critical approach and finally to postcolonialism's multiple forms
in contemporary critical thinking, including theorists such as Bhabha,
Spivak, Arif Dirlik and Aijaz Ahmed.
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