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After the feverish mobilization of secession had faded, why did
Southern men join the Confederate army? Kenneth Noe examines the
motives and subsequent performance of ""later enlisters."" He offers a
nuanced view of men who have often been cast as less patriotic and
less committed to the cause, rekindling the debate over who these later
enlistees were, why they joined, and why they stayed and fought. Noe
refutes the claim that later enlisters were more likely to desert or
perform poorly in battle and reassesses the argument that they were
less ideologically savvy than their counterpart
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