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Who were the first people to invent a world-historical mission for the
British Empire? And what were the constituencies behind the
development of the imperialistic thinking in mid-Victorian England?
These questions are vital for understanding where the New Imperialism
of the late nineteenth century came from. Empire as the Triumph of
Theory takes as its sample the more than two hundred earliest
members of the first major pro-imperial pressure group: the Colonial
Society (founded in 1868, it is now the Royal Commonwealth Society).
The book goes on to a careful and well-written tour



