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This work examines the introduction of grape juice into the celebration
of Holy Communion in the late 19th century Methodist Episcopal
Church and reveals how a 1,800-year-old practice of using fermented
communion wine became theologically incomprehensible in a mere
forty years. Through study of denominational publications, influential
exegetical works, popular fiction and songs, and didactic moral
literature, Jennifer Woodruff Tait charts the development of opposing
symbolic associations for wine and grape juice. She argues that 19th
century Methodists, steeped in Baconian models of



