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The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the upsides and downsides of
international trade in medical goods and services. Open trade can
increase access to medical services and goods (and the critical inputs
needed to manufacture them), improve quality and variety, and reduce
costs. But excessive concentration of production, restrictive trade
policies, supply chain disruptions, and regulatory divergence can
jeopardize the ability of public health systems to respond to pandemics
and other health crises. This report provides new data on trade in
medical goods and services and medical value chains; surveys the
evolving policy landscape before and during the pandemic; and
proposes an action plan to improve trade policies and deepen
international cooperation to deal with future pandemics.


