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This book examines the experiences of relatives of those accused or
convicted of serious crimes such as murder, manslaughter, rape and
sex offences. A broader literature exists on prisoners' families, but few
studies have looked specifically at those related to serious offenders, or
considered their experience other than as prison visitors. Many of the
difficulties faced by 'mundane’ prisoners' families are magnified for the



relatives of serious offenders, first by the length of sentence, and
secondly by the seriousness and stigmatizing impact through
association of the offence itself. <BR



