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Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) was first identified half a century ago
in 1956. Following its discovery, the virus soon became recognised as
a major viral pathogen causing extensive outbreaks of respiratory tract
infections in both the very young and in vulnerable adults. It is an
unusual virus in that it can cause repeated reinfections throughout life.
The topics covered within this volume are wide ranging in scope from
the most basic molecular biology of the virus to the clinical picture of
RSV in the developing world. The internationally recognised experts
were invited not only to revi



