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The "ancient quarrel" between philosophy and literature seems to have
been resolved once and for all with the recognition that philosophy and
the arts may be allies instead of enemies. Critical Excess examines in
detail the work of five thinkers who have had a huge, ongoing impact
on the study of literature and film: Jacques Derrida, Gilles Deleuze,
Emmanuel Levinas, Slavoj Žižek, and Stanley Cavell. Their approaches
are very different from one another, but they each make unexpected
interpretive leaps that render their readings exhilarating and unnerving.
But do they go too far? Does a scribbled note left behind by Nietzsche
really tell us about the nature of textuality? Can Hitchcock truly tell you
"everything you always wanted to know about Lacan"? Does the blanket
hung up in a motel room invoke the Kantian divide between the
knowable phenomenal world and the unknowable things in themselves?
Contextualizing the work of the five thinkers in the intellectual debates
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to which they contribute, this book analyzes the stakes and advantages
of "overreading."
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Schutz und Andacht im Islam befasst sich mit handschriftlichen
Dokumenten in Rollenform, die zwischen dem 14. und 19. Jh.
entstanden sind. Die vorgestellten Belegstucke stammen aus
unterschiedlichen geographischen Kontexten: a. Stadtedreieck Tabriz-
Konya-Bagdad; b. persischer Kulturraum; c. Osmanisches Reich. Diese
Rollen waren bei Angehorigen von Mannerbunden (Sufi-Orden,
Futuwwa - und Ahi -Gruppierungen, Gilden) beliebt. Die Studie
untersucht das auf diesen Dokumenten verwendete textliche und
ge¬stalterische Vokabular. Neben Passagen aus dem Koran (auch
vollstandige Abschriften) lassen sich oft Gebete und weitere Texte
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frommen Inhalts feststellen. Gelegentlich finden sich Hinweise, dass die
Dokumente aus heterodoxen Umfeldern stammen. Die Studie
unterstreicht ausserdem den hohen kunsthistorischen Wert der
vorgestellten Belegstucke, die oft fur Angehorige von gesellschaftlichen
Eliten angefertigt worden sind. Devotion and Protection in Islam deals
with hand-written documents in the scroll format dating from the
14th-19th centuries. These documents can be attributed to various
geographic contexts: a. the triangle between the cities of Tabriz, Konya
and Baghdad; b. the Persianate world; c. the Ottoman Empire. These
scrolls were appreciated by members of different associations (
Mannerbunde ; e.g. Sufi orders, Futuwwa and Ahi groups). This study
analyses the textual and ornamental vocabulary applied on the scrolls.
The copied texts mostly comprise passages from the Quran and
prayers. Certain features suggest that such scrolls were often produced
in heterodox environments. Additionally, this study underscores the
high art-historical value of these documents, particularly appreciated
by members of the ruling elite.
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"Drawing on the language and texts of horror fiction, Travis Linnemann
recasts the police not only as self-proclaimed "monster fighters" but as
monsters themselves, a terrifying force set loose in the world. The
Horror of Police shows that police violence is not a deviation but rather
a deliberate and permanent fixture of U.S. "law and order.'"--
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