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Covering a period from the late eighteenth century to today, this
volume explores the phenomenon of urban violence in order to unveil
general developments and historical specificities in a variety of Middle
Eastern contexts. By situating incidents in particular processes and
conflicts, the case studies seek to counter notions of a violent Middle
East in order to foster a new understanding of violence beyond that of a
meaningless and destructive social and political act. Contributions
explore processes sparked by the transition from empires - Ottoman
and Qajar, but also European - to the forma
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The book is exceptional because it applies the notion of foms of life to
the context of human action. It provides answers to the following
questions: Why do we act in a specific way? Why do we make particular
decisions? Does one's form of life and language games determine our
actions and decisions? Wittgenstein proposes a holistic method which
enables us to give coherent answers to these questions. To answer the
question of the contents of actions and decisions we have to explain
how we have institutionalized these actions or decisions. To this aim
we shall reveal the frame within which language games are introduced
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and have come to function as practice and custom. The scheme of
order underlying the language games is illustrated. Human actions and
decisions follow particular rules. By highlighting the underlying scheme
of order we may gain a perspicuous view of these rules. The aim of this
book is to show that actions and decisions generate rational choice.
This choice is explained by demonstrating the particular functions of
the language games involved.
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