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Revising the Archive of African Dance / Joanna Dee Das -- Critical
Memory: Arthur Mitchell, Dance Theatre of Harlem, and the Rise of the
Invisible Dancers / Gillian Lipton -- Breathing Matters: Breath as Dance
Knowledge / Laura Karreman -- Lesbian Echoes in Activism and
Writing: Jill Johnston's Interventions / Clare Croft -- Accent,
Choreomusicality, and Identity in Rodeo and 'Rode,o / Daniel Callahan
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Contemporary Dance Stage / Victoria Fortuna -- Breaking Point?
Flexibility, Pain, and the Calculus of Risk in Neoliberal Multiculturalism
/ Anusha Kedhar -- Who Makes a Dance? Studying Infrastructure
through a Dance Lens / Sarah Wilbur -- The Choreographic
Commodity: Assigning and Policing Value for Nite Moves and William
Forsythe / Lizzie Leopold -- Walking Backwards: Choreographing the
Greek Crisis / Natalie Zervou -- Dance of the Undead: The Wilis'
Imperial Legacy / Rebecca Chaleff -- Disavowing Virtuosity, Performing
Aspiration: Yve Laris Cohen, Narcissister, and John Jasperse's
Choreographies of Anticlimax / Ariel Osterweis -- Do Iranian Dancers
Need Saving? Savior Spectatorship and the Production of Iranian
Dancing Bodies as "Objects of Rescue" / Heather Rastovac-Akbarzadeh
-- Costuming Brownness in British South Asian Dance / Royona Mitra
-- Intimating Race: Tao Ye's 4 and Methods for World Dance / Hentlye
Yapp -- Locating Performance: Choe Seunghui's East Asian Modernism
and the Case for Area Knowledge in Dance Studies / Emily E. Wilcox --
Toward a Critical Globalized Humanities: Dance Research in Mexico City
at the CENIDID / Jose L. Reynoso.
Futures of Dance Studies is an outrageously arrogant title. Yet this
anthology of essays by 28 early-career scholars demonstrates the
vitality and dynamism of dance studies, a field that for several decades
seemed always emergent and finally has arrived. The authors are
dancers, historians, ethnographers, theorists, and activists. Their topics
range broadly across time and space, and their methods are equally
capacious. Their writing is rigorous yet passionate, and together they
articulate why dance matters to inquiries across the arts and
humanities.
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Skin Color Etiologies -- Chapter Three. The Origin of Black Skin in
Noah's Ark -- Chapter Four. The Origin of Black Skin in Noah's Tent --
Chapter Five. The Beginnings of the Curse of Ham -- Chapter Six. The
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Have Sex with a Dog? -- Excursus II. A Passage in abar's History --
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Studies of the Curse of Ham, the belief that the Bible consigned blacks
to everlasting servitude, confuse and conflate two separate origins
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stories (etiologies), one of black skin and the other of black slavery.
This work unravels the etiologies and shows how the Curse, an etiology
of black slavery, evolved from an earlier etiology explaining the
existence of dark-skinned people. We see when, where, why, and how
an original mythic tale of black origins morphed into a story of the
origins of black slavery, and how, in turn, the second then supplanted
the first as an explanation for black skin. In the process we see how
formulations of the Curse changed over time, depending on the
historical and social contexts, reflecting and refashioning the way
blackness and blacks were perceived. In particular, two significant
developments are uncovered. First, a curse of slavery, originally said to
affect various dark-skinned peoples, was eventually applied most
commonly to black Africans. Second, blackness, originally incidental to
the curse, in time became part of the curse itself. Dark skin now
became an intentional marker of servitude, the visible sign of the
blacks' degradation, and in the process deprecating black skin itself.


