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Essays in volume 19 approach the provocative issues of religion,
freedom of literary expression, and women's health care. The Catholic
church in Cuba today is discussed in terms of its historic role, the
current detente in its relations with the government, and the influence
of national and international pressures. Protestantism in Cuba is
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represented by the experience of the Baptist church since
Independence. The claim that official censorship toward Cuban artists
and intellectuals has been relaxed is rebutted by charges that the
situation has grown worse and that the mediocrity rules.
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What explains the boom in private prisons—especially since the record
of privatization for rehabilitating prisoners and saving taxpayer dollars
is, at best, mixed? Karyl Kicenski examines the privatization of
California state prisons to illuminate the forces that shape and distort
our criminal justice policies. Tracing the growth of private prisons from
1980 to the current day, Kicenski explores the role of political and
economic factors, as well as the impact of changing public attitudes
toward crime and governance. The result is a clear set of lessons for
the uneasy partnership between public safety and for-profit enterprise.



